
	
	

The	Great	Chasm:	The	Tsarist	Estate	System	and	Why	it	
Matters	for	Politics	in	Russia	Now		

Tomila	Lankina	
	October	2023	

	
Buggle,	J.	C.,	and	Nafziger,	S.	(2021).	“The	Slow	Road	from	Serfdom:	Labor	Coercion	and	
Long-Run	Development	in	the	Former	Russian	Empire.”	The	Review	of	Economics	and	
Statistics,	103(1),	1-17.	

Fitzpatrick,	S.	(1993).	“Ascribing	Class:	The	Construction	of	Social	Identity	in	Soviet	Russia.”	
The	Journal	of	Modern	History	65(4),	745-70.	

Fitzpatrick,	S.	(2005).	Tear	off	the	Masks!	Identity	and	Imposture	in	Twentieth-Century	
Russia.	Princeton,	New	Jersey:	Princeton	University	Press.	

Lankina,	T.	(2016).	“Boris	Nemtsov	and	the	Reproduction	of	the	Regional	Intelligentsia.”	
Demokratizatsiya:	The	Journal	of	Post-Soviet	Democratization,	24(1),	45-68.	

Lankina,	T.	(2021).	The	Estate	Origins	of	Democracy	in	Russia:	From	Imperial	Bourgeoisie	to	
Post-Communist	Middle	Class.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press.	

Lankina,	T.	(2023). “Branching	out	or	Inwards?	The	Logic	of	Fractals	in	Russian	Studies.”	
Post-Soviet	Affairs,	39(1-2),	70-85.	

Lankina,	T.,	and	Libman,	A.	(2021).	“The	Two-Pronged	Middle	Class:	The	Old	Bourgeoisie,	
New	State-Engineered	Middle	Class	and	Democratic	Development.”	American	Political	
Science	Review,	115(3),	948-66.	

Lankina,	T.,	Libman,	A.	and	Obydenkova,	A.	(2016).	“Appropriation	and	Subversion:	Pre-
communist	Literacy,	Communist	Party	Saturation,	and	Post-Communist	Democratic	
Outcomes.”	World	Politics	68(2),	229-74.	

Libman,	A.,	and	Obydenkova,	A.	(2021).	Historical	Legacies	of	Communism:	Modern	Politics,	
Society,	and	Economic	Development.	New	York:	Cambridge	University	Press.	

https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/103/1/1/97761/The-Slow-Road-from-Serfdom-Labor-Coercion-and-Long
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/103/1/1/97761/The-Slow-Road-from-Serfdom-Labor-Coercion-and-Long
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2124540
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691122458/tear-off-the-masks
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691122458/tear-off-the-masks
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/estate-origins-of-democracy-in-russia/3EBD479CE270DB1647CD5E6A57F1C121#:~:text=Book%20description&text=It%20is%20the%20first%20study,merchants%20and%20meshchane%2C%20and%20peasants.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/estate-origins-of-democracy-in-russia/3EBD479CE270DB1647CD5E6A57F1C121#:~:text=Book%20description&text=It%20is%20the%20first%20study,merchants%20and%20meshchane%2C%20and%20peasants.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/twopronged-middle-class-the-old-bourgeoisie-new-stateengineered-middle-class-and-democratic-development/74AB484056260AB866DFC8ACA58B2CC8
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/twopronged-middle-class-the-old-bourgeoisie-new-stateengineered-middle-class-and-democratic-development/74AB484056260AB866DFC8ACA58B2CC8
https://web.archive.org/web/20171128231028id_/https:/core.ac.uk/download/pdf/35436981.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20171128231028id_/https:/core.ac.uk/download/pdf/35436981.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20171128231028id_/https:/core.ac.uk/download/pdf/35436981.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/historical-legacies-of-communism/BC5DFB8DE72ADD3719B3A408F131C187
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/historical-legacies-of-communism/BC5DFB8DE72ADD3719B3A408F131C187


Matthews,	M.	(1978).	Privilege	in	the	Soviet	Union:	A	Study	of	Elite	Life-Styles	Under	
Communism.	London:	George	Allen	&	Unwin.	

Pop-Eleches,	G.,	and	Tucker,	J.	(2017).	Communism’s	Shadow:	Historical	Legacies	and	
Contemporary	Political	Attitudes.	Princeton,	New	Jersey:	Princeton	University	Press.	

Rosenfeld,	B.	(2021).	The	Autocratic	Middle	Class:	How	State	Dependency	Reduces	the	
Demand	for	Democracy.	Princeton,	New	Jersey:	Princeton	University	Press.	

Smith,	A.	(2014).	For	the	Common	Good	and	Their	own	Well-Being:	Social	Estates	in	Imperial	
Russia.	New	York:	Oxford	University	Press.		

https://www.amazon.com/Privilege-Soviet-Union-Life-styles-Communism/dp/0043230202
https://www.amazon.com/Privilege-Soviet-Union-Life-styles-Communism/dp/0043230202
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691175584/communisms-shadow
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691175584/communisms-shadow
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691192185/the-autocratic-middle-class
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691192185/the-autocratic-middle-class
https://academic.oup.com/book/10188
https://academic.oup.com/book/10188

